
English 101: Free-Writing 
and Workshopping in College 

Writing 
 

Section and Term: 75-4208, Fall 2020 DE 
Professor: Taylor Riley 
Email: taylor.riley@louisville.edu Office: Online  
Office Hours: My weekly office hours are virtual, which means I will be online checking emails 
daily from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Additionally, you are welcome to reach out to me via email to schedule 
a one-on-one Zoom meeting.  
 
Some students yearn for a more creative approach to academic writing, whether it’s storytelling, 
music or art, but they question how creativity can fit into their university studies. Although most 
writing at the undergrad level is formally structured, concepts of creative writing can marry into 
academic writing. In this course, students will write in varied forms, including journals and 
active-learning exercises and there will be an emphasis on the writing process, including 
workshopping and peer editing, to create a finished product. 
 
On a daily basis, students will be asked to complete a free-writing exercise. for a certain amount 
of time at the beginning of class, about a current event, emotion, memory or another concept that 
will direct the conversation for the rest of class. Students will then be asked to share and the class 
will discuss the writing in a workshop-like style. The rest of the class period will be focused on a 
presentation from the instructor, along with a discussion that will be led by the class. 
 
During the semester, students will read, watch and discuss various media sources to think about 
purpose, audience and other literary devices. Most, if not, all of the course will be led by 
discussion of academic, journalistic and classmates’ work. Essays and projects will be assigned 
based on the University of Louisville’s curriculum for English 101. Students will be asked to 
free-write and compose many drafts through the use of workshop and peer-editing to create a 
final product. 
 
 
How can I be successful in this online course? 
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● Follow the weekly calendars. I create them to help you stay organized. Log in on 
Monday to plan your work for the week; most assignments are usually due by 
Wednesday/Thursday before midnight as well as Sunday before midnight. Anticipate 
appx. 4-12 hours of work per week for this class. Some weeks will be light; others will be 
heavier. 

● Check your UofL email daily. Email is how I will communicate with the whole class, 
and I may send multiple emails per week. You’ll miss important announcements if you 
don’t check your UofL email.  

● Observe deadlines. It is critical that you adhere to the deadlines I set. In fact, you should 
ask yourself, “Am I motivated enough to meet these deadlines?” If the answer is “no,” 
then you should probably switch to a hybrid section.  

● Stay in touch if you have questions or anticipate a roadblock. I check email 
regularly.. I understand that something unexpected will likely happen to everyone this 
semester; I am willing to be flexible as long as you communicate with me.  

 
Course Materials  

• Readings to be provided on Blackboard (Bb). We will also explore the New York Times 
Learning Network, eLIbrary and videos on Youtube.  

 
Grading Scale: 
 
A+      97-100% B+ 87-89% C+ 77-79% D+ 67-69% 
A 93-96% B 83-86% C 73-76% D 63-66%  
A- 90-92% B- 80-82% C- 70-72% D- 60-62%  

F 59%- 
 
 
Grade Distribution [points allotted (percentage of total grade)]: 
 
Engagement: 100 pts. (20%) 
 
Your engagement grade will be based on your conducting peer reviews responsibly, being 
prepared and prompt for individual meetings, and participating actively in course activities. 
 
Rough Drafts: 25 pts. (5%) 
 
Minor Assignments: 75 pts. (15%); 5 assignments, 5 pts. (3%) each 
 
Unit 1 Essays: 100 pts. (20%); 25 pts (5%) each 
 
Unit 2 Essay: 100 pts. (20%) 
 
Unit 3 Report: 100 pts. (20%) 
 
Total Points: 500 
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Revision Policy 
All students have the option to revise one paper after receiving a grade with my feedbackThe 
final project and assignments that lead up to it do not qualify under this policy. Should you 
choose to revise one of your essays and resubmit it for credit, you must notify me of your 
intentions via email, and I will approve. In order to receive credit for the revised paper. The 
revision is due two weeks after you’ve received my feedback and a grade on the original paper. 
After I review your revised paper, I will assign it a new grade to replace the old one. 
 
Late work policy 
If you submit any major assignments (drafts) after their due date, I 
reserve the right to deduct 5% for each day your assignment is missing. (e.g., Due on 
Wednesday, submit that Friday = -10%). If you have extenuating circumstances (sickness 
[mental health concerns included], family concerns, technology challenges, etc.) please reach out 
to me through e-mail. 
 
Technology policy 
This course is about promoting literacy, and I believe that technology is an important part of 
today’s literacy. That said, we will be utilizing technology throughout our course. I ask that you 
bring laptops or tablets to class so that we may utilize word-processing software. I will also ask 
that you submit your assignments electronically through blackboard. We may use technology 
together to learn new things and share our interests. 
 
One final note on technology: if you are having a hard time utilizing technology, or have not 
obtained word-processing software that you feel comfortable with, please contact me and I 
will work with you. 
 
Attendance policy 
This course will be relevant to your development as a student, and as a participant in your field 
of choice. The skills you learn here will be relevant. Participation is graded in this course, and 
counts heavily toward the final grade. 
 
If you are participating in a university-sanctioned event, please forward me the appropriate 
documentation and speak with me regarding making up work. These include but are not limited 
to student government congresses, intercollegiate athletic and debate contests, music 
competitions, academic meetings, and conferences. 
 
If you are struggling with an illness, be it physical or mental, please get in touch with me. 
Likewise, if there are other extenuating circumstances, I wish to know about them. E-mail me as 
soon as possible and we will make arrangements so that you are still making progress in the 
course. 
 
If you miss six or more classes, I will forward your name to Student Success and notify them that 
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you are at risk of failing my course. They will contact you, check in with you, and offer you 
resources to aid you in achieving academic success. 

University Resources and Policies 
 
Writing Center: 
 
It will become quite clear that writing is a remarkably important part of your educational 
journey, and a key element of success at the university. So much so, that there is a center 
expertly designed precisely to help U of L produce better writers. The University Writing Center 
is a remarkable place. Its tutors are a motley crew, but the best of the best [I don’t actually intend 
on having that last sentence].  I highly suggest you get used to using this fine resource both by 
scheduling appoints, here: 
 
Or, by using any of its fantastic online resources: In particular, here are some excellent 
resources: 
http://louisville.edu/writingcenter/for-students-1/common-writing-questions-1 
 
http://louisville.edu/writingcenter/for-students-1/common-writing-questions-1/frequently-asked-
questions/i2019ve-mostly-written-papers-for-my-english-class-and-am-wondering-if-the-writing
-that-i2019ll-be-asked-to-do-in-my-major-non-english-will-be-different 
 
http://louisville.edu/writingcenter/for-students-1/handouts-and-resources 
 
University Disability Policy: 
 
The University of Louisville is committed to providing access to programs and services for 
qualified students with disabilities. If you are a student with a disability and require 
accommodation to participate in and/or complete requirements for this class, contact the 
Disability Resource Center (Robbins Hall, 852-6938) for verification of eligibility and 
determination of specific accommodations. Students who have a disability or condition which 
may impair their ability to complete assignments or otherwise satisfy course criteria are 
encouraged to meet with the instructor to identify, discuss and document any feasible 
instructional modifications or accommodations. Please inform instructor about circumstances no 
later than the second week of the semester or as soon as possible after a disability or condition is 
diagnosed, whichever occurs earliest. For information and auxiliary assistance, contact the 
Disabilities Resource Center.  
 
Title IX/Clery Act Notification: 
 
Sexual misconduct (including sexual harassment, sexual assault, and any other nonconsensual 
behavior of a sexual nature) and sex discrimination violate University policies.  Students 
experiencing such behavior may obtain confidential support from the PEACC Program 
(852-2663), Counseling Center (852-6585), and Campus Health Services (852-6479). To report 
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sexual misconduct or sex discrimination, contact the Dean of Students (852-5787) or University 
of Louisville Police (852-6111).  
 
Disclosure to University faculty or instructors of sexual misconduct, domestic violence, dating 
violence, or sex discrimination occurring on campus, in a University-sponsored program, or 
involving a campus visitor or University student or employee (whether current or former) is not 
confidential under Title IX.  Faculty and instructors must forward such reports, including names 
and circumstances, to the University’s Title IX officer. For more information, see the Sexual 
Misconduct Resource Guide 
(http://louisville.edu/hr/employeerelations/sexual-misconduct-brochure). 
 
Right to Make Changes Statement: 
 
The instructor has the right to make changes to the course schedule/syllabus if necessary. Student 
questions and concerns about the course schedule/syllabus are welcome, but they should be 
voiced before the end of the first week of the course. 
 
Plagiarism Statement: 
 
The University defines plagiarism as “representing the words or ideas of someone else as one’s 
own in any academic exercise.” Thus, all writing you do for this course must be your own and 
must be exclusively for this course, unless the instructor stipulates differently. Please pay special 
attention to the quotes, paraphrases, and documentation practices you use in your papers. If you 
have any questions about plagiarism, please ask your instructor. If you plagiarize, your instructor 
reserves the right to assign you a failing grade for the course and your case will be reported to 
the College of Arts and Sciences. 
 
Grievance Procedure Statement: 
 
Students who have questions or concerns about their grades, the class, or an assignment are 
encouraged to see their instructor as soon as possible. If not satisfied with that discussion, 
students may see an assistant director of composition: contact Dakoda Smith, Lauren Fusilier, or 
Brittany Smart; their contact information is available at 
http://louisville.edu/english/composition/contact.  
 
Composition Program Student Learning Outcomes for English 101: 
 
Rhetorical Knowledge 
Students will produce writing that responds appropriately to a variety of rhetorical situations. Their 
writing should: 

● Focus on a clear and consistent purpose 
● Analyze and respond to the needs of different audiences 
● Employ a tone consistent with purpose and audience 
● Use a variety of genres or adapt genres to suit different audiences and purposes 
● Choose evidence and detail consistent with purpose and audience 
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● Recognizes the utility of digital technologies for composition 
 
Critical Thinking 
Students will produce writing that abstracts, synthesizes, and represents the ideas of others fairly. Their 
writing should: 

● Summarize argument and exposition of a text accurately 
● Demonstrate awareness of the role of genre in the creation and reception of texts 
● Provide an understanding of knowledge as existing within a broader context, including 

the purpose(s) and audience(s) for which a text may have been constructed 
● Incorporate an awareness of multiple points of view 
● Shows basic skills in identifying and analyzing electronic sources, including scholarly 

library databases, the web, and other official databases 
 
Processes 
Students will produce writing reflective of a multi-stage composing and revising process. Their writing 
should: 

● Reflect a recursive composing process across multiple drafts 
● Illustrate multiple strategies of invention, drafting, and revision 
● Show evidence of development through peer review and collaboration 

 
Conventions 
Students will produce writing that strategically employs appropriate conventions in different writing 
situations. Their writing should: 

● Use structural conventions such as organization, formatting, paragraphing, and tone 
● Demonstrate control of such surface features as syntax, grammar, punctuation, and 

spelling 
● Provide an understanding of the conventions of multimodal composition that comprise 

developing communication in the 21st century 
 
Confidence and Ownership 
In fulfilling the above outcomes, students will take ownership of their work and recognize themselves as 
writers who: 

● Have a growing understanding of their own voice, style, and strengths 
● Demonstrate confidence in their writing through frequent drafts 
● Can articulate their own positions relative to those of others 

 
General Education Written Communication Outcomes (WC) 
Written Communication is the ability to develop and express ideas, opinions, and information in 
appropriate forms. To fulfill this requirement, students will complete, revise, and share a 
substantial amount of writing in multiple genres or media. Students who satisfy this requirement 
will: 
 
1. Produce writing that reflects a multi-stage composing and revising process and that illustrates 
multiple strategies of invention, drafting, and revision. 
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2. Select and/or use appropriate genres for a variety of purposes, situations, and audiences. 
 
3. Apply academic conventions in different writing situations; employ structural conventions 
such as organization, formatting, paragraphing, and tone; and use appropriate surface features 
such as syntax, grammar, punctuation, and spelling. 
 
4. Employ critical thinking processes to create an understanding of knowledge as existing within 
a broader context and to incorporate an awareness of multiple points of view. 
 
5. Select, evaluate, and integrate material from a variety of sources into their writing and use 
citation appropriate to the discipline. 
 
Assessment of General Education outcomes: 
1.  Students will demonstrate an understanding of writing as process through a series of writings, 
both in class and out of class, and collaborative work on writing in process (group work on 
invention, work-shopping, peer editing, etc.) 
 
2.  Students will demonstrate an awareness of audience through a range of writing assignments 
and critical readings of assigned materials, presented either in class discussions and/or writing. 
 
3.  Students will demonstrate appropriate understandings of mastery of academic conventions of 
writing through in-class on demand writing and/or formal written exercises. 
 
4.  Critical thinking will be assessed through in-class discussions, on-demand writing, and formal 
written essays. 
 
5.  Students will demonstrate familiarity with the conventions of research supported writing 
through formal written assignments. 
 
Plagiarism policy 
The university defines plagiarism as “representing the words or ideas of someone else as one’s 
own in any academic exercise.” All writing you do for this course must be your own and must be 
exclusively for this course. Pay special attention to the quotes, paraphrases, and documentation 
practices you use in your papers. 
 
I see it as my responsibility to help you to learn proper citation practices in your discipline. I 
understand that the process of learning citation can be messy, and that the boundaries of 
paraphrase and summary can be challenging sometimes. That said, I do make distinctions 
between improper citation practices and plagiarism. In cases of the former, it will impact your 
grade (as shown on the assignment’s rubric). However, I will work with you and help you 
develop citation skills for your next draft or assignment. If you knowingly plagiarize, I do 
reserve the right to assign you a failing grade for the course and to report your case to the 
College of Arts and Sciences. 
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As a Community of Care, all Cardinals are expected to abide by public health guidelines and 
regulations as published by the University.  For Fall 2020, this includes: 

○ wearing of cloth/paper masks (covering nose and mouth) when in shared indoor 
spaces like classrooms, or when appropriate physical distancing cannot be 
maintained. (Per the code of student conduct- a student who refuses to follow 
these guidelines may be asked to leave a classroom) 

○ staying home when sick—any UofL community member experiencing fever, 
consistent dry cough, or other symptoms of contagious disease should remain at 
home until symptoms subside or advised that it is safe to return by a medical 
professional. 

○ practicing good hygiene and responsibility for one’s own surrounding.  
■ Cover sneezes and coughs 
■ Wash hands frequently with soap and water when possible; use hand 

sanitizer when soap and water are not available 
■ Wipe down frequently touched surfaces 
■ Maintain six feet physical distancing when possible 

Weekly Schedule  
(Subject to change) 
 
Week 1:  
This week, we will go over the syllabus, we will use readings to discuss the importance of 
reading and writing in the college classroom. We will also go over what I mean by free-writing 
and practice writing a summary. 
 
Week 2: 
We will practice free-writing, use readings to discuss and practice writing an analysis and 
response writing. 
 
Week 3: 
This week, we will draft, peer-edit and workshop the reflective essay. 
 
Week 4: 
We will discuss the mult-modal essay assignment from topic to presentation and start to practice 
researching. 
 
Week 5:  
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Tone will be discussed this week. We will continue to work on the Sway assignment. 
 
Week 6: 
Microsoft Sway assignment continued. We will peer edit what you have thus far. 
 
Week 7:  
This week, we will draft and workshop the decoding social media bias assignment.  
 
Week 8: 
Conference week. 
 
Week 9: 
Edit the project and turn it in.  
 
Week 10: 
Discussions this week include those on the Occupational Outlook Handbook and clarity and 
conciseness. 
 
Week 11: 
This week, we will focus on the eLibrary and complete the Library module. 
 
Week 12: 
We will discuss the final assignment. Readings will include subjects on writing practices and 
intertexuality. 
 
Week 13: 
We will begin drafting the final assignment. 
 
Week 14: 
This week includes peer edits and conferences with me about the final assignment. 
 
Week 15: 
Turn in the final paper.  
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